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Abstract

Thermo-compressor is design to recirculate steam or boost lower-pressure steam for

reuse in a variety of process applications in pulp and paper, petrochemical, food pro-

cessing, desalination, and specialty chemical production.In thermo-compressor, lower-

pressure steam mix with higher-pressure steam. The higher-pressure motive steam en-

trains the lower pressure steam and increases its pressure.The motive steam is intro-

duced through the nozzle of the thermo-compressor.In this part of study,sugar factory

data was collected from chalthan sugar factory for design calculation and CFD analysis.

Boiler data has been used for calculation of primary nozzle design and turbine ex-

haust data used for suction chamber as waste steam or low-pressure steam.By using the

gas-dynamic compressible flow theory and design methodology of thermo-compressor,

major dimension was found for CFD analysis. Firstly, a numerical method has been

implemented to evaluate Mach number of supersonic nozzle. The results have been

validated using theoretical calculation data.

Detail design of thermo-compressor is validated by CFD software ANSYS CFX and

same is validated with performance of the same reported in various literature.The para-

metric study with nine different boundary condition of secondary pressure of thermo-

compressor analysis is carried out.The effect of pressure of secondary flow on Exit

pressure,Mach number and velocity also presented.
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Chapter 1

Introduction

To increases the pressure of steam or for re circulation of steam,thermo-compressors

are used.This pressurized steam is used in many applications,usually for process indus-

tries like chemical industries,paper industry and for desalination.To increase the pres-

sure of low pressure steam,high pressure,normally termed as motive steam is used.Motive

steam boost the low pressure steam.This leads in the increase of pressure.Motive steam

flow rate is kept higher and usually a convergent-divergent nozzle is used to supply this

steam.Hence thermo-compressor has two convergent-divergent nozzle.

1.1 Application of Thermo-compressor

In general, Thermo-compressors, steam ejectors, exhausters or jet pumps, as they

are called sometimes, are widely used in many industrial fields.Now a days paper in-

dustry around the world are converting their conventional system to that of a thermo-

compressor with flash steam recovery.A large saving in cost in sugar industry is wit-

nessed when vapour is en compressed from the last stage of multi-stage evaporaters.Most

industries use captive power plants to satisfy their power needs.The low pressure steam

from exhaust of turbine can be re-pressurized and used in distillation process. Also,similar

arrangement can be made in petrochemical industries and steam can then be used for

drying and distillation process.Normally,steam is re-used in boilers during the bulk drug

production.Thermo-compressor can be used in such applications.Thus,if low pressure

steam is available,thermo-compressor can be used to increase the pressure of steam and

then can be re-used for useful operations. The main advantage of steam ejectors is
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that they have no pistons, valves, rotors, or any other moving parts, no lubrication or oil

problems, nor extremely close tolerances and hence require little maintenance. Thermo-

compressor have many applications, such as heating, humidifying and pumping toxic

and solids-bearing fluids, where a mechanical pump may be unsuitable.

1.2 Principle of Thermo-compressor

The motive steam, discharges from a high pressure region through a nozzle into a

low pressure zone, developing a high velocity jet at low pressure for moving the fluid

into the mixing chamber, (i.e. the convergent section of the diffuser).The motive steam

mixes with the second flow entering the mixing chamber (i.e. the parallel sections of the

diffuser).The mixture flows through the divergent part of the diffuser to be discharged at

a higher pressure than in the mixing chamber and the velocity is reduced and discharge

pressure recovered.

1.3 Geometry of Thermo-compressor

A schematic view of various zones of a thermo-compressor with steam flow is shown

in Fig. 1.1. Thermo-compressor have four major zones:

• Motive nozzle.

• Converging portion.

• Zone of Constant area.

• Zone of Diffusion.

Figure 1.1: various zones and streams of thermo-compressor.[2]
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Thermo-compressor consist of a small motive nozzle,usually a convergent-divergent

type,kept within a shell or casing.The shell or casing is also convergent-divergent type.

The exit of motive nozzle is placed in the convergent portion.The high pressure steam

from motive nozzle and low pressure steam are allowed to mix in the convergent por-

tion. Therefore,this portion is called the mixing zone.The zone of constant area is called

throat.Shock wave occurs in this zone.The mass flow rate is controlled in this zone and

therefore this becomes the most important portion of thermo-compressor.

The zone of diffusion also called diffuser which recovers the static pressure of the

exit flow.The high pressure steam is inserted through motive nozzle.This zones effect is

supersonic with very low static pressure.Due to viscous flow effect,the main flow traps

the surrounding flow.This leads to low static pressure at exit of nozzle.This phenomenon

creates suction.This type of vacuum exist even when secondary inlet is closed.The sec-

ondary flow therefore mixes with primary flow.Due to high momentum transfer,the sec-

ondary is accelerated and high static pressure is recovered and leads to high pressure at

outlet of thermo-compressor.

1.4 Thermo-compressor flow phenomemon

Three distinct streams exist at thermo-compressor as illustrated in Fig.1.1 These

flows are as follow:

• Motive nozzle flow(primary nozzle flow): The high pressure and temperature

steam enters the thermo-compressor by the primary nozzle.

• Suction flow(secondary flow): The low pressure and temperature stream is trapped

in the mixing chamber. This flow is compressed due to the kinetic energy of pri-

mary nozzle flow.

• Diffusion flow(outlet flow): The mixed stream of two previous flows which is

delivered to the exit of thermo-compressor with a higher pressure than secondary

flow(pressure).

3



Suction flow is accelerated to sonic velocity by the momentum of the primary noz-

zle flow and mixes with secondary flow in the mixing portion. The mixing between

both flow continues well beyond the converging portion and choking occurs at the end

of the constant area portion(i.e. the throat of thermo-compressor). Hence, the mixed

flow becomes subsonic through a strong shock and the kinetic energy is converted into

pressure. After that, the mixed flow is more expanded to a higher static pressure in the

diffuser portion.

1.5 Thermo-compressor characteristics and performance

curve

“Entrainment Ratio”(ER)called non-dimensional mass flow rate and “Compression

Ratio” (CR) called non-dimensional pressure.These parameters are defined as follows:

ER =
msuc

mmot

(1.5.1)

CR =
Pdis
Psuc

(1.5.2)

The higher the ER and CR, the better the performance of the thermo-compressor.ER

and CR are inversely proportional.These parameter when plotted against each other

gives the characteristic of thermo-compressor shown in Fig.1.2.The performance curve

defines thermo-compressor in terms of flow parameter or behaviors.Accordingly the

thermo-compressor is divided in three distinct categories.

• Stable operation(Double choked flow)

• Semi-stable operation(Single choked flow)

• Reversed flow operation(Malfunctioning)

4



Secondary flow when is choked in constant area zone,the outlet pressure is less that

the exit pressure.This makes the ER constant(horizontal line on performance curve).This

suggest the stable operation of thermo-compressor if outlet pressure is greater than crit-

ical pressure,the value of ER drastically decreases.This is due to unchoked secondary

flow at throat.The higher value of Pdis leads to drop in ER and the corresponding effect

is to reverse the flow in mixing zone.The compression of low pressure stream is drasti-

cally reduced.Therefore for steady operation,thermo-compressor should be operated in

stable condition(i.e double choked flow)

Figure 1.2: Thermo-compressor performance curve.[2]

1.6 Thermo-compressor shape parameter

• Motive nozzle throat diameter (Dth).

• Mixing zone inlet diameter (Dm).

• Constant area length (Lc).

• Constant area diameter (Dc).

• Diffuser portion outlet diameter (Dd).

• Diffuser portion length (Ld).

5



Figure 1.3: Cross section of the thermo-compressor with important shape parame-
ters.[2]

1.7 Outline of Thesis

Basic introduction,application,principle,flow phenomenon and shape parameter about

thermo-compressor described in chapter 1.

Chapter 2 deals with literature review of researches that carried out in the field of

thermo-compressor.

Chapter 3 deals with basic design methodology about thermo-compressor and step

by step calculation for sugar factory data case.

In Chapter 4 represent the numerical scheme which applying in CFD analysis and

contains result of CFD analysis & discussion of achieved analysis result of parametric

study of thermo-compressor.

Chapter 5 shows Conclusions and future scope of thesis.
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Chapter 2

Literature Review

Navid Sharifi and Masoud Boroomand[1] concluded that The CFD analysis results

are negligible between axi-symmetric and 3-D simulations. It means that the axi-

symmetric modeling of thermo-compressor is very accurate, and it is not required to

use a full 3-D analysis for further studies.A numerical model was obtained during this

study. This analysis tool can be used to study the effects of different dimensional pa-

rameters of the thermo-compressor on the performance aspects, which will be explained

in the next part.

Figure 2.1: Mach-number along the axis of the thermo-compressor.[1]
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Figure 2.2: Velocity along the axis of the thermo-compressor.[1]

Figure 2.3: Pressure along the axis of the thermo-compressor.[1]
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Figure 2.4: Temperature along the axis of the thermo-compressor.[1]

In second part of Navid Sharifi and Masoud Boroomand[2] study published a new re-

lationship between important shape parameter and performance of a thermal-compressor

is derived.Advantage of the this technique is that the design methodology introduced

here,as the results of time-consuming CFD analysis is compressed in comprehensive

design charts sets.

Two dimensionless parameters related to the mixing zone shape parameter are intro-

duced (i.e. V’ and L/D),in this study.Dimensionless volume (V’) has not been defined

before.A new equation derived which equate to the dimensionless characteristic param-

eters to dimensionless shape parameters. The equation can be used to determined the

maximum value of ER for a given value of L/D.The actual model of thermo-compressor

was build up experimentally based on the this design methodology and checked success-

fully.

T. Sriveerakul,et. al[3] represent that the CFD analysis results can efficiently to ex-

plained the flow phenomenon inside the steam ejector.Good understanding of the flow

phenomenon inside the ejector is needed to increase the performance of an ejector. In

this study,CFD was used to analyze the flow phenomena inside a steam ejector. Ac-
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cording to the validation of the static pressure profile along the wall of the ejector ,ER ,

and critical back pressure as was carried out.

As the high temperature and pressure primary nozzle fluid enters the convergent por-

tion, the subsonic flow accelerates to sonic flow and chokes occurs at the nozzle throat.

In the divergent section of the nozzle, the primary nozzle fluid accelerates and expands

further to achieve a supersonic speed. At the exit plane of ejector, it is found that static

pressure higher than pressure of the mixing chamber.

Figure 2.5: contours line of mach number in steam ejector.[3]

Figure 2.6: Static pressure along the steam ejector.[3]

MyoungKuk Ji et. al[4] studied that CFD analysis is to find the flow phenomenon

and performance of an ejector. The ejector performance were at effect of various op-

erating pressure. Ejector shapes, expressed by the angle of converging duct, were also

10



changed and the ejector performance was carried out.The CFD analysis results were

validated with the experimental results.CFD analysis was of great benefit in the study

because it explained phenomenon inside the ejector in detail.

Figure 2.7: Comparison of ER for CFD analysis and experimental results.[4]

Figure 2.8: Effect of angle of converging on the contours of Mach num.[4]

Kavous Ariafar[5] represent that the CFD is an efficient tool to estimate the entrain-

ment ratio ad critical back pressure of the thermocompressor for different operating

conditions. It also helps to reveal the phenomena inside the thermocompressor in de-

tails. According to the obtained results, for practical purposes, the best way to increase

the entrainment ratio for an installed thermocompressor in an industry is to decrease the

11



pressure of motive steam.Results also indicated that increasing the Mach number at the

nozzle exit plane does not affect the thermocompressor performance but it will increase

the critical back pressure.

Figure 2.9: Schematic of the thermocompressor with pressure-velocity profile along the
axis.[5]

Figure 2.10: Contours of Mach number within the thermocompressor.[5]
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Figure 2.11: Static pressure profile along the thermocompressor axis.[5]

H. C. Man, J. Duan and T. M. Vue[6] gives the design procedure of supersonic

nozzle which give high velocity and mach number at exit of nozzle The design is based

on the theory of gas dynamics in that the potential energy of high stagnation pressure is

converted totally into effective velocity energy so that a high momentum of the exit jet.

Figure 2.12: Conceptual diagram of a supersonic nozzle.[6]
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Chapter 3

Design methodology of

thermo-compressor

3.1 Basic design procedure

Design if thermo-compressor is based more or less on traditional design of ejec-

tor.Nozzle throat diameter(Dth) and constant throat diameter(Dc) are the main unknown

parameter in the design of thermo-compressor.Nozzle throat diameter gives the idea

about total steam required for motive purpose,i.e its mass flow rate and finally the pres-

sure of delivery flow.The consumption and delivery are dependent on the below men-

tioned parameter.

• Steam rate entering motive nozzle (mmot)

• Production rate of steam required (mdelivery).

The maximum flow rate condition is the choking condition at the throat.Therefore,the

size of the thermo-compressor actually determines the delivery steam flow rate.Using

the equation of isentropic flow,the mass flow rate for choked condition of nozzle can be

written as:

m =

(
P0A√
RT0

)[
M
√
γ

(
1 +

γ − 1

2
M2

)] γ−1
2−2γ

(3.1.1)

At choked condition,the sonic velocity condition exist,i.e.Mach number=1 at throat.

Assuming constant specific heat capacity γ=1.33,the above relation can be use to deter-

mine Ath and Ac.
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• To calculate (Ath)(i.e throat area of supersonic nozzle),the total pressure (P0),

total temperature (T0) and motive steam consumption rate is used.

• if (Ac) is unknown,with the down stream condition fixed,the values of P0, T0 and

mdis can be reused.This would give a value of throat area that is unique.

1D gas dynamics can be used to find the mixing length,diffuser length and the posi-

tion of nozzle once the values of Dc and Dth are evaluated.Many researcher suggested

ranges for length and angles.But best performance is not assure.This is became a com-

bination of shape,length and angle is to be a selected.The values proposed for mixing

zone length and converging angle are summarized below.

• Mixing zone length (Lm):5 to 10 times of (Dc) [5].

• Converging angle of mixing section: 5 to 8[7].

To decide the performance of designed thermo-compressor,the numerical siulation

would be advantageous.Numerical simulation can lead to better design as good CFD

analysis would reduced the cost and would present unnecessary experimental trials.Once

design is checked numerically,the thermo-compressor can be experimentally analyzed.

Therefore the design approach must be to use various combination of sizes,analyze each

design using CFD methods and then evaluate the best design experimentally.

3.2 Non-dimensional shape parameters

The geometrical variations in terms of size and shape can be incorporated by defining

non-dimensional parameter.

Vmix =
π

12
Lm
(
D2
c +DcDm +D2

m

)
(3.2.1)

Mixing zone shape is a cone with parameter of mixing length,mixing zone diameter

and constant area diameter.the volume of mixing zone is the volume of cone evaluated

as in equation.
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Dimensionless mixing length (L/D) is the ratio of Lm to Dc.

L

D
=
Lm
Dc

(3.2.2)

Dimensionless mixing volume (V’) is the ratio of Vmix to Dc.

V ′ =
Vmix
Dc

(3.2.3)

For CFD analysis,the values of Dth and Dc are fixed and boundary condition s are

fixed.

3.3 Procedure for geometry variations

The selection of based geometry for thermo-compressor is based on evaluating the

performance of each geometry and then comparing to deduce the best geometry.Each

shape meters are to the varied arbitarily.In the present work one value of V’ is se-

lected.the geometry is numerically analyzed.The steps used to vary the preliminary di-

mensions are below:

• Using eq.3.1 calculate thermo-compressor throat diameter (Dc).

• Select value of non-dimensional volume (V’).

• Evaluate (Vmix).

• Assume value of (Dm).

• Evaluate (Lm).

• Create the thermo-compressor geometry.

• Produce computational grid for thermo-compressor.

• Apply flow solver under given boundary condition.

• Obtain a converged solution.

16



3.4 A step by step calculation for sugar factory case.

In this part, a case study for the size selections based on the above design methodol-

ogy is introduced.

Step (1): Assume fixed boundary conditions.

• Available motive steam: total pressure of 31.36 bar,temperature of 380-390 C

with consumption rate of 45 ton/h.

• Secondary flow: total pressure of 1 bar, total temperature of 350-390 C.

• Delivery or Exit flow: total pressure of 3 bar and maximum allowable delivery

rate of 30 ton/h.

Step (2): Evaluate Dth.

Substitution of P0 =31.36 X 105 (Pa), T0 = 653 (K) and mmot= 11.11kg/s in Eq. (3) is

leading to Dth = 0.079 (m).

Step (3): Evaluate Dc.

Substitution of P0 = 2.94 X 105 (Pa), T0 = 405 (K) and mdis =8.33 kg/s in Eq. (3) is

leading to Dc = 0.225 (m).

Step (4): Select the specific value of non-dimension volume (V’)

Take V’=8 and Dc=0.225(m) in Eq.(6) get value of Vmix=0.091

Step (5): Assume arbitrary value of Dm

Take Dm=0.3(m)

Step (6): Evaluate Lm.

Lm=1.681(m)

Step (7): Create the thermo-compressor geometry.

Step (8): Produce computational grid.

Step (9): Apply flow solver under given boundary conditions.

Step (10): Obtain a converged solution.

Step (11): Evaluate the ER and CR from the CFD simulation results.
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Table 3.1: Fixed parameter and boundary condition

Pressure(bar) Temperature(C)
Constant boundary condition
1. Primary flow 31.3 380-390
2. Secondary flow 0.98 350-390
3. Discharge flow 2.94 -
Constant shape-parameter
1. Nozzle throat diameter(Dth) 0.079449(m)
2. Constant area diameter(Dc) 0.22553(m)

3.5 Supersonic nozzle design

In Thermo-compressor, primary nozzle having high velocity and mach number at

exit. Therefore at the exit of primary nozzle mach number value is greater than one

always which may be two or three. For supersonic nozzle we design initial condition

like inlet Pressure, Temperature, mass flow rate and fixed the exit mach number.The

gas dynamic theory suggest that potential energy of high stagnation pressure can be

effectively converted to kinetic energy.The design of supersonic nozzle is based on the

above criteria.This would give very high momentum at exit.

Figure 3.1: Conceptual diagram of a supersonic nozzle.[6]

According to the gas dynamics theory, we can determine the exit diameter, conver-

gent section length and divergent section length of supersonic nozzle by fixing the exit

mach number and convergent-divergent angle with suitable value which gives best re-

sults.
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In sugar factory case data, assume exit mach number is 3 and select convergent-

divergent angle are respectively 150 and 90.By calculation geometry parameters are as

follow:

Table 3.2: Dimension of super-sonic nozzle

Parameter Dimension(mm)
Nozzle throat diameter 79.447
Nozzle inlet diameter 152.4
Nozzle exit diameter 174.68
Inlet Mach number 0.06
Exit mach number 3
Convergent section length 277.085
Divergent section length 605.012
Convergent angle 15
Divergent angle 9

Fig.3.2 to 3.4 represent the geometry of supersonic nozzle,ANSYS geometry model

and MESH model of supersonic nozzle.

Figure 3.2: Geometry of a supersonic nozzle.
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Figure 3.3: ANSYS geometry model of a supersonic nozzle.

Figure 3.4: ANSYS Mesh model of a supersonic nozzle.
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3.6 Method of characteristic

The Method of Characteristics(MOC) is a numerical procedure for solving two- di-

mensional compressible flow problems.The method of Characteristics was developed

by the mathematicians Jaques Saloman Hadamard in 1903 and by Tullio Levi-Civita in

1932.

The name comes from a method used to solve hyperbolic partial differential equa-

tions: Find ”characteristic lines” (combinations of the independent variables) along

which the partial differential equation reduces to a set of ordinary differential equations,

or even, in some cases, to algebraic equations which are easier to solve.The applications

of the method of characteristics for nozzle flows are not limited to the design of con-

tours. The method may also be used to analyze the flow field inside a known contour as

well.

To find the characteristic curve of supersonic nozzle,main require parameter is exit

Mach number of nozzle and heat capacity ratio of stream.The procedure explained in

appendix-1.

3.7 Selection of Supersonic nozzle

Supersonic nozzle plays prime importance to acquire high performance of thermo-

compressor. To achieve high performance of thermo-compressor six different pressure

ranges of supersonic nozzles are being taken for study,which lies between 32 to 22

kg/cm2.

A ”C” program is created to calculate all basic dimension and parameter for the

particular pressure of supersonic nozzle.Output of this program gives area throat sec-

tion,area of exit section,convergent length,divergent length,pressure at throat and pres-

sure at exit section of supersonic nozzle.”C” program script in appendix-2 and Fig. 3.5

show flow chart of program Fig. 3.6 represent the output of program.
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Figure 3.5: Flow chart of ”C” program.
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Figure 3.6: Output of ”C” program.

Table 3.3: Nozzle parameter at different Motive Pressure

Motive Throat Exit Convergent Divergent Throat Exit
Flow(kg/cm2) Dia.(mm) Dia.(mm) Length(mm) Length(mm) Pres.(bar) Pres.(bar)
32(31.36 bar) 60.67 133.40 348.35 462.08 16.55 0.80
30(29.5 bar) 62.59 137.76 341.24 476.93 15.52 0.75
28(27.44 bar) 64.69 142.25 333.250 492.971 14.48 0.70
26(25.48 bar) 67.04 147.40 324.53 510.81 13.45 0.65
24(23.52 bar) 69.66 153.17 314.377 530.81 12.41 0.60
22(21.5 bar) 72.64 159.71 303.07 553.48 11.38 0.55

Table 3.3 represent the dimensions of supersonic nozzle at six different motive pres-

sure or primary nozzle pressure,which was used in selection of supersonic nozzle of

thermo-compressor.

23



3.8 Design of thermo-compressor

The most important part of thermo-compressor is designing and selection of primary

flow or supersonic nozzle.From the design procedure,dimensions of mixing zone inlet

diameter(Dm),mixing zone length(Lm),constant diameter length (Lc),diffuser length(Ld)are

as follow:

Table 3.4: Dimensions of Thermo-compressor

Parameter Dimension(mm)
Mixing zone inlet diameter 300
Diffuser exit diameter 300
Constant area diameter 225.5
Mixing zone length 1681
Constant area length 1125
Diffuser length 1500

For complete analysis of thermo-compressor,supersonic nozzle of 22 kg/cm2 is se-

lected because inlet pressure of secondary flow is near to double of exit pressure of

primary nozzle or supersonic nozzle.Geometry of thermo-compressor is shown in fig-

ure 3.7 and figure 3.8.Diffuser is located at 600 mm away from inlet of primary nozzle.

Figure 3.7: Geometry of a thermo-compressor.

24



Figure 3.8: Geometry of a thermo-compressor.
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Chapter 4

CFD Analysis of thermo-compressor

4.1 Numerical method

4.1.1 Numerical scheme

A ANSYS CFX(workbench 14.5) was used to study the behavior of flow within the

thermo-compressor. By the transient density based method, the governing partial dif-

ferential equation were solved.This approach was used because of highly compressible

flow and high Mach number.The second order upwind scheme was used to discretize

the convection term.To get accurate results, the residuals were expected to be at least

10−4.The second order upwind discretization scheme is applied for all equations.[1]

4.1.2 Governing equation

The compressible flow in the thermo-compressor is governed by form of conserva-

tion equations. Previously, it was shown that the internal flow phenomenon can be

modeled accurately through using axi-symmetric equations of flow motion.[2]The gov-

erning equations can be rewritten as follow:

Mass conservation equation

∂ρ

∂t
+

1

r

∂

∂r
(ρrur) +

∂

∂z
(ρuz) = 0 (4.1.1)
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Momentum conservation equation

ρ

(
∂ur
∂t

+ ur
∂ur
∂r

(ρr)− uθ
2

r
+ uz

∂ur
∂z

)
= −∂p

∂r
+ρgr+µ

[
∂

∂r

(
1

r

∂

∂r
(rur)

)
+

(
∂2ur
∂z2

)]
(4.1.2)

ρ

(
∂uθ
∂t

+ ur
∂uθ
∂r

(ρr) +
uruθ
r

+ uz
∂uθ
∂z

)
= ρgθ + µ

[
∂

∂r

(
1

r

∂

∂r
(ruθ)

)
+

(
∂2uθ
∂z2

)]
(4.1.3)

ρ

(
∂uz
∂t

+ ur
∂uz
∂r

+ uz
∂uz
∂z

)
= −∂p

∂z
+ ρgz + µ

[
1

r

∂

∂r

(
r
∂uz
∂r

)
+

(
∂2ur
∂z2

)]
(4.1.4)

Energy conservation equation

∂

∂t
(ρE) +5 · [−→u (ρE + p)] = 5 · [(k5 T ) + (τ 5 T )] (4.1.5)

5 ·−→u =
1

r

∂

∂r
(rur) +

∂

∂z
(uz) (4.1.6)

4.1.3 Turbulence modeling

It is necessary to consider reliable turbulence model.The mixing phenomenon of the

two streams takes place in the viscous conditions. The realizable version of k-e tur-

bulence model is used in this study. This turbulence model is used with the near-wall

treatment as the “standard wall function” in this case. The internal flow of the thermo-

compressor is assumed as a perfect gas (i.e.P = ρRT) in the domain.

4.2 Boundary condition

As discussed, there are two different flows enters in thermo-compressor beside a sin-

gle outlet stream. The “pressure inlet” type boundary condition is applied to supersonic

and suction flows, while the “pressure outlet” type boundary condition is applied for

the thermo-compressor exit flow.The boundary conditions are listed in below Table.The

values of input parameter in this table are stagnation values for in ANSYS.

Currently following CFD analysis done for only a secondary flow pressure at 1

kg/cm2 (0.98 bar).After that several cases are taken for parametric study of thermo-

compressor in the range 0.3 to 1.7 kg/cm2 in the step of 0.2 kg/cm2
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Table 4.1: Boundary condition

Section
Primary inlet pressure 21.56 bar
Secondary inlet pressure 0.98 bar
Diffuser exit pressure 2.94 bar
Exit Mass-flow rate 8.33 kg/s
Primary inlet temperature 634 K
Secondary inlet temperature 653 K

4.3 Geometry and grid study

Figure shows the thermo-compressor and supersonic nozzle geometries, with mesh

elements in two-dimension.

Figure 4.1: Geometry of a supersonic nozzle with meshing.

4.4 Parametric analysis of thermo-compressor

In parametric study of thermo-compressor,Nine different boundary conditions of sec-

ondary flow are taken.Three representative sace study of thermo-compressor with sec-

ondary inlet pressure.Case-I represent result of thermo-compressor when secondary in-

let pressure is 0.49(0.5 kg/cm2) bar,Case-II at secondary inlet pressure is 0.98 bar(1

kg/cm2) and Case-III at secondary inlet pressure is 1.47 bar(1.5 kg/cm2).
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Figure 4.2: Geometry of a Thermo-compressor with meshing.

4.4.1 Case-1:Secondary inlet pressure=0.49 bar(0.5 kg/cm2)

Figure 4.3,4.4 and 4.5 represent the variation of mach number contour,pressure con-

tour and velocity contour along the longitudinal axis of thermo-compressor.

Figure 4.3: Variation of Mach number along longitudinal axis.
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Figure 4.4: Variation of Pressure along longitudinal axis.

Figure 4.5: Variation of Velocity along longitudinal axis.
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4.4.2 Case-2:Secondary inlet pressure=0.98 bar(1 kg/cm2)

Fig. 4.6,4.7 and 4.8 represent the variation of mach number contour,pressure contour

and velocity contour along the longitudinal axis of thermo-compressor.

Figure 4.6: Variation of Mach number along longitudinal axis.
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Figure 4.7: Variation of Pressure along longitudinal axis.

Figure 4.8: Variation of Velocity along longitudinal axis.
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4.4.3 Case-3:Secondary inlet pressure=1.47 bar(1.5 kg/cm2)

Figure 4.9,4.10 and 4.11 represent the variation of mach number contour,pressure

contour and velocity contour along the longitudinal axis of thermo-compressor.

Figure 4.9: Variation of Mach number along longitudinal axis.
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Figure 4.10: Variation of Pressure along longitudinal axis.

Figure 4.11: Variation of Velocity along longitudinal axis.
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4.5 Result and Discussion

CFD Analysis results gives advantage in the study of thermo-compressor because

it reveals the phenomena inside the thermo-compressor in detail.Analysis on different

range of some important shape parameter and their effect on thermo-compressor has

been checked in present study.

The variation of exit pressure,Mach number and velocity of thermo-compressor,with

variation in inlet pressure of secondary flow is shown in following figure.chart repre-

sents the exit condition between nine different case of secondary flow inlet at 0.3 to 1.7

kg/cm2 with interval of two.

Fig. 4.12 shows that exit pressure initially increases with increases secondary inlet

pressure .However the rate of increases exit pressure is relatively less beyond 0.7 kg/cm2

secondary inlet pressure.Maximum Exit pressure is reported at 1 kg/cm2 of secondary

inlet pressure which may taken as design consideration.

Figure 4.12: Exit Pressure profile.

Fig. 4.13 show the variation of exit velocity with secondary inlet pressure.It is ob-

served that the nature of this variation is opposite to variation of exit pressure as indi-

cated in Fig.5.1.Minimum velocity is observed at 1 kg/cm2 at secondary inlet pressure.
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Figure 4.13: Exit velocity profile.

Fig. 4.14 show the variation of exit Mach number with secondary inlet pressure.it

interesting to note that exit Mach number for all reported of value of secondary inlet

pressure is subsonic which is required of the design of thermo-compressor.

Figure 4.14: Exit Mach number profile.
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Chapter 5

Conclusions & Future scope

Conclusions

In the present work of attempt was make to design the thermo-compressor with ana-

lytical method and to validated the result obtain with result available in referred litera-

ture.Following are major conclusions of present study.

• The results obtain by analytical method are in good agreement with results re-

ported in literature.

• ”C” program for primary or supersonic nozzle is proposed and solid model of

thermo-compressor was prepared using output of program.

• CFD analysis was carried out for parametric study of thermo-compressor.Parametric

study shows that the 1 kg/cm2 of secondary inlet pressure is optimum with respect

to performance of thermo-compressor.

Future scope

• Same study may be extended with different position of primary or supersonic

nozzle.The performance of thermo-compressor may be evaluated at different ER

and CR.

• Test setup may be fabricated and result obtained from CFD analysis may be vali-

dated by experimental result.

37



Bibliography

1. Navid Sharifi , Masoud Boroomand.An investigation of thermo-compressor de-

sign by analysis and experiment: Part1. Validation of the numerical method by ,

Energy Conversion and Management 69 (2013) 217-227.

2. Navid Sharifi , Masoud Boroom. An investigation of thermo-compressor design

by analysis and experiment:Part-2.Development of design method by using com-

prehensive characteristic curves.Energy Conversion and Management 69 (2013)

228-237.

3. T. Sriveerakul, S. Aphornratana , K. Chunnanond.Performance prediction of

steam ejector using computational fluid dynamics: Part 2. Flow structure of a

steam ejector influenced by geometries.Sirindhorn International Institute of Tech-

nology, Thammasat University, Thailand.

4. Kavous Ariafar.Performance Evaluation of a Model Thermocompressor using

Computational Fluid Dynamics.Lecturer, Mechanical Engineering Department,

Islamic Azad University, Neyriz Branch, Neyriz, Iran.

5. H. C. Man, 1. Duan, T. M. Vue.Design and Characteristic Analysis of Supersonic

Nozzles for High Gas Pressure Laser Cutting.Department of Manufacturing En-

gineering, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Kowloon, Hong Kong.

6. Jaber Mohamad Adnan Dandachi,Steam air ejector performance and its dimen-

sional parameters,a doctoral thesis, loughborough University of Technology , Oc-

tober 1990.

7. J.Conrad crown,“Supersonic nozzle design” in NACA TN No-1651,AMES Aero-

nautical Laboratory,california-washington,June-1948.

38



8. Sharifi N, Boroomand M, Kouhikamali R. Wet steam flow energy analysis within

thermo-compressors. Energy 2012;47:609-19.

9. Sriveerakul T, Aphornratana S, Chunnanond K. Performance prediction of steam

ejector using computational fluid dynamics: Part 1. Validation of the CFD results.

Int J Therm Sci 2007;46(8):812-22.

10. Bartosiewicz Y, Aidoun Z, Mercadier Y. Numerical assessment of ejector opera-

tion for refrigeration applications based on CFD. Appl Therm Eng 2006;26:604-

12.

11. Hamed OA, Zamamiri AM, Aly S, Lior N. Thermal performance and exergy

analysis of a thermal vapor compression desalination system. Energy Convers

Manage 1996;37:379-87.

12. Keenan JH, Neumann EP. A simple air ejector. ASME J Appl Mech 1942;64:75-

81.

13. MyoungKuk Ji, Tony Utomo, JuSik Woo, YongHun Lee, HyoMin Jeong, Han-

Shik Chung, CFD investigation on the flow structure inside thermo vapor com-

pressor, Energy 35 (2010) 2694-2702.

39



Appendices

40



Appendix-1

Method of characteristic

Take Mach number is 3 and γ=1.33,calculate ν(Me) from below equation:

ν(Me) =

√
γ + 1

γ − 1
tan−1

√
γ − 1

γ + 1
− tan−1

√
M2 − 1

Now calculate,

θmax =
ν(Me)

2

θmax = 29.833

Table contain characteristic line and angle of that line which is use to plot the graphical

curve.

C− θ

A1 0.833 θ1

A9 0.833+4 θ2,θ9

A16 0.833+8 θ3,θ10,θ16

A22 0.833+12 θ4,θ11,θ17,θ22

A27 0.833+16 θ5,θ12,θ18,θ23,θ27

A31 0.833+20 θ6,θ13,θ19,θ24,θ28,θ31

A34 0.833+24 θ7,θ14,θ20,θ25,θ29,θ32,θ34

Below Fig. represent the graphical characteristic curve of supersonic nozzle with the

help of the method of characteristic.
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Appendix-2

”C++” Program script:
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Appendix-3
Gas Properties at γ = 1.33
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